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for it in these poor Cabins,— wishes to crown us with
the same blessings, in the midst of these infidel
Peoples, with which he is accustomed to favor perse-
cuted Catholics in the Countries of heretics. These
good people scarcely ever see either Church or Altar;
but the little they see is worth double what they
would see in full liberty. What consolation would
there be, in your opinion, in prostrating ourselves at
times before a Cross in the midst of this Barbarism!
to turn our eyes toward, and to enter, in the midst
of our petty domestic duties, even into the room
which the Son of God has been pleased to take in our
little dwelling. Is it not to be in Paradise day and
night, that we are not separated from this Well-
beloved of the Nations except by some bark or the
branch of a tree? En ipse stat post parietem nostrum.
Sub umbra illius quem desideraveram, sedi. See what
we have within. If we go outside our cabin, Heaven
is open to us; and those great buildings which lift
their heads to the [74] clouds, in large cities, do not
conceal it from our view; so that we can say our pray-
ers in full liberty before the noble Oratory that saint
Frangois Xavier loved better than any other. If the
question is of the fundamental virtues, I will glory
not in myself, but in the share which has fallen to
me; or, if I must, acknowledge it humbly beside the
Cross which our Lord in his grace gives us to bear
after him. Certain it is that this Country, or our
work here, is much more fitted to feed the soul with
the fruits of Heaven than with the fruits of earth. I
may be deceiving myself, but I imagine that here is
a grand means of increasing the soul in Faith, in
Hope, and in Charity. Should we scatter the seeds
of the Faith without ourselves profiting by them?



